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RESTAURANT REVIEW: UR. COOKS
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much havoc you can wreak when

left to your own devices to cook a
sizable hunk of meat, here's your
chance. U.R. Cooks (what, no Steaks R
Us?) will bring out the frustrated back-
yard barbecuer in anyone.

The gimmick is this: Pick out a cut
from U.R. Cooks’ impressive display,
which ranges from 14-ounce filets to
26-ounce T-bones. Then toss that baby

IF YOU'VE EVER wanted to see how’

F IT floats, it’s likely to be at
the 31st Houston Interna-

tional Boat, Sport and

i=Yurday in the  Astro- onto one of the three communal grills,
y ?all/Astroarena and Expo Cen- and you're free to burn it to a cinder, if
er.

that’s the way you like your steak. Re-
gardless of the size or cut of meat, the
price — including baked potato and
salad bar — is $11.95. If two people
share a steak, it’s $8.45 per person. For
just the potato and/or salad, it’s $4.95.

If this defeats what some see as the
purpose of eating out — to let someone
else do the cooking ~ a chef will grill
your steak for an additional $2.

My initial impulse upon entering the
restaurant was something along the
lines of “OK, Marines, hit the beef!” But
there’s no rush. The meat’s not going
anywhere. The display cases are regu-
larly refilled with some of the 200 to
300 pounds of steaks and chicken (ar-
ranged on skewers with onions, toma-

. toes and peppers for chicken kabobs)
that U.R. Cooks goes through each day.
Taking a hectic approach can result in
a lot of trips between your table and
the grill — sort of like barbecuing in a
bus station.

So first things first. You want a
salad? Get one from the salad bar, sit
down and eat it. Then grab a steak and
start cooking. The grills are stocked
with buckets — and I mean buckets —
of melted butter for slathering the

All makes, models and sizes of
power and sail boats, motors,
trailers, water skis and marine
accessories will be on view.

Travel, sport, hunting, camp-
ing and fishing exhibits will

- complete the panorama of

..~ Among the new sailing craft

“will be the ultralight weight
MacGregor 26 and the first Eric-
son 34 to be shown in the area.

* -chance to buy a yacht as a major
.tax write-off, but if you're look-

- “ing for one for pleasure try the
new Tartan 34.

... Show dates and times are 11

--am. to 10 p.m. Saturday, 11 am.
to 9 p.m. Sunday, 1 pm. to 10

. p-m. Monday through Friday and
‘11 am. to 10 p.m. Jan. 17 and 11

- Tickets are avilable on site

during show hours and are $3.50
* for adults and $1.50 for children
~ .under 12. For more information,
-~ call 526-6361 or 439-5890.

meat and the thick slices of bread that
are available for making garlic toast.
For seasoning, there are shakers of
seasoned pepper, seasoned salt and
garlic salt. If that’s too much sodium
for you, garlic dpowder and onion pow-
der are on Hand for the asking, as well
as Worcestershire, teriyaki and soy
sauces and red wine vinegar.

The grills are set at a moderate heat,
so you don’t have to worry about your
meat being charred in no time flat. The
staff at U.R. Cooks is very helpful in
giving advice to novices, and you're
welcome to sip a drink while you keep
an eye on the fire. Just before the steak
or chicken is ready, step over to the
potato bar, which is next to the grill.

staring down at you?

With restaurants actively seeking the
patronage of Mr. and Ms. Disposable
Income, U.R. Cooks (which is also in
Austin and San Antonio) has a neat lit-
tle hook in letting those who eat out
more often than in get a charge out of
standing over a hot grill. (I wouldn’t
call it “slaving” when a waitress is al-
ways at the ready to bring another beer
or mixed drink.) On the average, three
out of every four customers do the
cooking themselves. It can be fun, espe-
cially with a few, friends, and best of all
you don’t have to worry about the
cleanup.

All that’s missing are those barbecue

aprons with pithy sayings on them, like:
“Oh, how I Sll)lffe!‘."

(This article reflects the reviewer’s
opinion based on food and service in
relation to price and compared with
similar restaurants in this area. The
reviewer makes every effort to remain
anonymous and be treated as any other
customer. The reviewer makes no
fewer than two visits and more if nec-
essary, all of which are paid for by the
Houston Chronicle.)

SUMMATION
U.R. Cooks: Very tew complaints to

the chef.
Price: Moderate.
Service: Good. -
Address: 6100 Westheimer in Briar-
grove Plaza. !
Credit cards: American Express,
Carte Blanche, Diners Club, Mas-
terCard, Visa. .
Hours: Open seven days 5-11 p.m.
Wheelchair accessible: Yes, except
for grill area. .
No-smoking section: Yes.
Phone: 266-9750.
Reservations: Necessary for groups
of 10 or more. "

e

You're all set. As one amateur chef
remarked: “You feel like you've ac-
complished something.”

NEW RESTAURANTS

Beyond the grill-it-yourself angle,
however, there's not much to U.R.
Cooks.. Most of the menu is taken up
with such frills as special drinks and
desserts, The latter consist mainly of
ice cream sundaes. The cheesecake
($2.50, $2.95 with strawberry or choco-
late topping) has an odd coconut taste
to it. The ice cream drink called “U.R.
Cookies 'n’ Cream” ($3.50) adds a touch
of liqueur to what is basically a cookie
shake. Tastes better than it sounds.
Corners are cut on the salad bar by
mixing slices of bell peppers and car-
rots with the lettuce, The dressings
range from the bland to the cloyingly
sweet. The decor in the large dining
room is rather sparse. Instead of pic-'
tures on the walls, U.R. Cooks solicits
signs and logos from local businesses.
How inspiring is it to look up from your
steak and see “A Judwin Property”

New restaurants in the Houston
area may submit- the following infor-
mation for publication: name, ad-
dress, phone number, major cuisine,
entree price range, opening date and
hours of operation. Information must
be submitted in writing at least one
week in advance to: Restaurant list-
ings, Weekend Preview, P.O. Box
4260, Houston, Texas 77210. Listings
will run as space allows.

TOMMY'S TEXAS BURGERS AND
STEAKS: Mesquite grilled hamburgers,
steaks and fajitas. Entrees: $2.70-$11.95,
Hours: 11 am.-11 p.m. Mon-
day-Thursday; 11 a.m.-2 a.m. Friday-
Saturday; and 5 p.m.-10 p.m. Sunday.
1503 Post Oak Blvd. 621-5829.

U.R. COOKS: Cook-it-yourself steaks. En-

trees; $11.95. Hours: 5-11 p.m. daily.
Briargrove Plaza, 6100 Westheimer.

266-9750,

THE GREAT GREEK: Greek and Ameri-
can. Entrees: $8.95-$12.95. Hours: 11
a.m.-2 am,. daily. 80 Woodlake Square
(Gessner at Westheimer). 780-4980.

THE RED BALLOON CAFE: American
cuisine. Entrees: $5.50-$12.95. Burgers,
sandwiches and luncheon specials.
Hours: 11 am.-2:30 p.m; 5:30-9 p.m.
Monday-Thursday; 5:30-10 p.m. Friday-
Saturday; and 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Sunday.
1530 S. Dairy Ashford. 497-5581.

BRANDING IRON STEAKHOUSE:
Steaks. Entrees: $4.25-$6.95. Hours: 11
am.-10 p.m. Sunday-Thursday, 11 a.m.-
11:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday. 9600

Bellaire Blvd. 778-1818.

BLACK LABRADOR PUB: Homemade
soups, salads, burgers, ribs, steaks, sea-
food and chicken dishes and daily Eng-
lish specials. Entrees: $5-$12, Hours:
11:30 a.m.-midnight Monday-Thursday,
11:30 am.-1 a.m. Friday and Saturday,

noon-10 p.m. Sunday. 4100 Montrose
Blvd. at Richmond Avenue, 529-1199.
GUGGENHEIM'S AMERICAN DELL
Delicatessen Entrees: $1.45-$4 75.
Hours: 10:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m. Mon-
day-Thursday, 10:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Fri-
day-Saturday, 10:30 p.m.-8 p.m. Sunday.
1708 S. Post Oak at San Felipe. 622-2773.

RENU'S: Thai (new location). Entrges:
$4.95-$12.95. Hours: 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday, 5 p.m.-10:30 p.m. Mon-
ggyéSaturday 2907 W. Alabama.,528-

98, .

HARD ROCK CAFE: Hamburgers, 'ribs,
sandwiches. Entrees: $4-$7. Hours: 11
a.m.-midnight Sundag‘-Thursdayp 11
a.m.-1 am. Friday-Saturday. 2801
Kirby. 520-1134. .

THE BAGEL MANUFACTORY: Bagels
and sandwiches. Entrees: 52 cents-$3.55.
Hours: 6:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday,
7 am.-7 p.m. Saturday, 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

Chicken Planks’
Dinner *3.99

Start with 3 tender, whitemeat Chicken Planks;
) thick-cut fryes & fresh cole slaw.
Then go back for more as often as you like.

Limited Time Only.

30 Houston locations.
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- When it comes to HOUSTON'S
[, outstanding STEAK HOUSES

ONE NAME

STANDS OUT |

/1)
STEAK HOUSE

The Premiere Steak House
2407 Westheimer e River Oaks e Houston, Texas

(713) 527-8636
Open Seven Evenings from 5 P.M,

Who says there is no

FREE

COUNTRY FIXINS & BARBECUE

BUY ONE GET
ONE FREE

Purchase a Gabby’s Irish
Cowboy—any of our BBQ
plates with a stuffed baked
potato and receive one
just like it FREE Expires
1/31/87.

One per customer per visit Not valid in
conjunction with any other discount or

special Only valid at locations listed
below

RN

NOW SERVING

CRAWFISH

4302 RICHMOND

COMPLETE CATERING SERVICE

623-6321
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THE GREATEST STEAK BUY IN HOUSTON
Any 14 to 26 ounce Thick, Choice Steak with Potato Bar &
Salad Bar—just $11.95. OPEN MON-SUN 5:00-11 P.M.

3101 N Shepherd 5311 Westayan
10999 N W Frwy 9401 S Main

4010 Spencer Hwy

SOUTHWIST IRWY,
BRIARGROVE PLAZA 6100 WESTHEIMER
T L LI I T I I Iy I I i riirririrs

The adventure
is here.

20 new menu items under $9.

The new menu,
A journey into an unrestrained
taste adventure. New cooking styles
from Blackened Red Snapper to
Smoked Honey Barbecued Ribs. And

from sensuous Lobster Alfredo

, : . to Oriental Chicken. An

. adventure of the senses at a sensible

price. Now at the new Steak and Ale.

=

You have a right to something more.

s

Now Open for Brunch :

o

| © 1986, S&A Restaurant Corp,
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Jake’s Fajitas Special
1b. Fajitas $695

$1.00 Frozen Margaritas All the Time

FLAgEARES

THE AMERICAN GRILL
Freeway 973-1925

Beef, Chicken or combo
Reg. value $12.95

Valid with this
coupon through ’
February 1, 1987 l%

SUNDAY LUNCH

BUFFET

11:30 to

$7.95 per person. Children 10 & under $3.95
Also Available Mon. Thru. Fri.

Lopk’'s Bir-Loin In

9810 South Main, near the Astrodome 666-4181

All major credie cards accepred.
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BARNACLE'S 7

Seafood Boutique  13°
ALL.U.CAN-EAT K

Super Combo 1
Fried Shrimp, 95 I
Lobster Tail, rea. |

$9.95 |

w/coupan till Jan, 31, 1987

¢ King Crab Legs. ® Live Lobster .
¢ Fresh Flounder ® Scallops

! I
i Cheico of 2 items

| $

| Flounder, Scallops

L ——
Feufuring Special Dinners
BEST QUALITY & PRICES IN TOWN

777-0620

8335 SW Frwy @ Gessner
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1 Free ! Free
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1 Unci.,  ainner,
,i. Buy one lunch entree and receive n Buy one dinner entree and receive

i. ‘the second entree free. n the second entree free.

) | (of same or lesser value) [ | (of same or lesser value)

l Maximumentreevalue $13.95. |§ Maximum entree value $13.95

3. Hurry] Coupon Expirés 1/1 8[86 ] Not valid for Bud'§ Banquet.

‘g Presentcouponwhenordering g Hurryl Coupon Expires 1/18/86

H ; a Present coupon when ordering

. ’ s ) 2 ). -

H CBudCfBigelows 1 CAudCPBigelows 8
. Houston's radinon of fine dining since 1953. = Houston's radition of fine dining since 1953

* 7939 Westhelmer 7939 Westheimer

[ ] between Hillcroft and Fondren ] between Hillcroft and Fondren

B 782-0430 1 782-0430 ;
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Wilh thes ad only
Expires Wednesday
Jan 21,1987 -10P.M

$

Wilh this ad unly

Expires Wednesday

Fandango's

Reg. $12.95

West Beit between Memorial & Katy Frwy behind Waigreens. 932-9

19.
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Fandango’s

Jan. 21, 1987-10 P.M.

Lunch or Dinner
T TSRS

+3.99

Lunch or Dinner, we’ll give you a choice of
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FEEDS 210 3 PEOPLE
SIZZLING
FAJITAS

WAl the Tnmmings.

LUNCH OR DINNER
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FEEDS 210 3 PEOPLE =
SIZZLING »
95 FANTAS = 'y
WAlne immings 2 | 2
Reg.t1295  LUNCHORDINNERy I

. 'Mo:o«r&'l |
Margaritas 730 R gR
2

0N 1he rOCks 1 o per sreies &
toten 23¢ sxtre b ks 2

Chicken Fried Steak, Chopped Steak e
or our crisp Fishe Platter. All freshly prepared. 4

Served with our unlimited Soup, Salad & Fruit Bar ;_ 3
filled with all your favorite toppings. ‘B
COUPON OFFER GOOD FOR EACH PERSON ~=§

IN YOUR PARTY. :.w

OFFER EXPIRES 1-23-87 ;._3*
mEmmmmm—————]



